
RIVER  JONI MITCHELL 
Notes: For the bass notes, its best to play triads of "root-5th-octave" (for C chords, 
C/G/C, for Am chords A/E/A, etc.) like in the recording. 
Also, I don't know the chords for the bridge, so you'll just have to make something up. 
Intro: 
C C/A C/F G  
(Play "Jingles Bells" melody using the C chord) 

It's comDm/Cing on ChristmasC 

They're Dm/Ccutting down treesC 

They're Dm/Cputting up reindeerC 

And singDm/Cing songs of joy anCd peace 

Oh I wisAmh I had a river 

I could Gskate away on 

But it dDm/Con't snow hereC 

It staysDm/C pretty greenC 

I'm goinDm/Cg to make a lot of Cmoney 

Then I'mDm/C going to quit thisC crazy scene 

I wish IAm had a river 

I could Gskate away on 

I wish IF had a river so longG 

I would Cteach my feet to flyF EmDm 

Oh I wisCh I had a river 

I could Gskate away onFm 

I made my baby cryC 



He triedDm/C hard to help meC 

You knowDm/C, he put me at easeC 

And he lDm/Coved me so naughtyC 

Made me Dm/Cweak in the kneesC 

Oh I wisAmh I had a river 

I could Gskate away on 

I'm so hDm/Card to handleC 

I'm selfDm/Cish and I'm sadC 

Now I'veDm/C gone and lost the Cbest baby 

That I eDm/Cver hadC 

Oh I wisAmh I had a river 

I could Gskate away on 

I wish IFm had a river so longG 

I would Cteach my feet to flyF EmDm 

Oh I wisGh I had a riverFm 

I made my baby say goodbCye 

It's comDm/Cing on christmasC 

They're Dm/Ccutting down treesC 

They're Dm/Cputting up reindeerC 

And singDm/Cing songs of joy anCd peace 



I wish IAm had a river 

I could Gskate away on 
Outro: 
Play "Jingle Bells" Melody using the G chord 

 


